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The Delhi Sultanate

(fnYyh IYrur)

(&~ The Delhi Sultanate consisted of five short lived dynasty king-

doms or Sultanate based in Delhi. The first three of which were
of Turkish origin, the fourt was the Sayyid dynasty and the last
was Lodi, which was of Afghan origin.

fnYyh IYrur e 1kp ie[k o'k u "klu fd;k "k# d riu 0"k xyke o"k] fkyth
0'k] rxyd o'k rdh ey d Fk tcfd pkrk 0k 10;n o'k Fik wkj ikpok o*k ykn
o'k Fik] €k vilxku ey 1 Icf/r Fd

(&~ Qutbuddin Aibak laid the foundation of the Delhi Sultanate in
1206 AD. He was a perfect autocrat with wide powers in his
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(&~ The Slave dynasty (also known as Mameluk Dynasty) was the

first Turkish dynasty. They were either slaves or were the sons
of slaves who became sultans (1206-1290 AD). Three major sub-
dynasties were established during this period.

rdk e iFke 0"k nkl o™k Fkk fE€l eeyd o'k Hih dgr gh bl ok d 1Yrku nklk d
1% Fd ;0 0"k 1206-1290 b- rd jgki
(&~ Qutbi Dynasty (1206-1210) founded by Qutbuddin Aibak
drch 0%k (1206-1210 b-) dh LFkkiuk drcihu ,cd u dh
(&~ First Ilbari Dynasty (1211-1266 AD) founded by Iltutmish
IFke bYcjh 0" (1211-1266 b-) dh LFkiuk bYrrfe'k u di
(&~ Second Ilbari Dynasty (1266-1290 AD) founded by Balban
f}rh; bYcjh 0"k (1266-1290 b-) dh LRkiuk cycu u dik

Qutbuddin Aibak (1206-1210 AD)
drcihu ,cd (1206-1210 b-)

(&~ The meaning of his name was Lord of the Moon.
bld uke dk vF pzek dk Lokeh Fikh

(&~ In his childhood, he was sold as a slave and raised at Nishapur

(Persia) where he was purchased by the local Qazi, Fakruddin
Abdul Aziz Kulki.

bl cpiue 1jl d fulkij e ,d nkl d #i e Ht fn;k x;k bl ogk d dkt
id#itu viny vt dYdh u [kjin fy ;K

(&~ After the death of his master, he was sold by his master's son and

eventually becoming a slave of Muhammad of Ghur who made
him the Amir-i-Akhur (the master of slave).

bld ekfyd dh ef; d ckn mld cV u bl 1uk nkl d #i e cp fn; i vikx
pydj ;g ekgten xkjh dk nkl cukt ekgken xkjh u bl venj&,&v[kj dk in fn;k
ftld vrxr ;g IH0 nklk dk ekfyd cu x;H



(&~ Aibak assumed the title of Malik and sipahsalar and made Lahore

as his capital. He was also known as Lakh Baksh as he gave a lot
of liberal donations.

,cd u efyd* vij *fliglkykj* dh mik/h Zkj .k dit blu viun jke/kuh yighj ok
cuk;k vidkd nku nu d dlkj.k bl yk[kc[*k Ho dgk tkrk gh

(&~ He was assisted by Bakthiyar Khalji in conquering Bihar and
Bengal.
bl cf[r;kj flkyth }jk cxky vkj fcgky thru e enn nh xb Fhih

(&~ He built the first mosque in India at Mehrauli (Delhi) Quwwat-ul-

Islam, Arhai Din ka Jhonpra (near Ajmer and started construc-
tion of the Qutub Minar (first storey) in the memory Khwaja
Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki (Sufi saint).

blu Hkjr dh 1gyh efLtn fnYyh d egjkyh e dlorémyeéblyke cuok;h blu
vtej e v<ib fnu dk >kiMk (efLtn) cuok;m blu 1fl¥ Tilh Ir [oktk
drcihtu cf[R;k dkdh dh ;kn e fnYyh e drcehukj dh uho j[kh

(& Aibak died of inujuries received during an accidental fall from

his horse while playing chaugan (polo) in 1210 AD. He was buried
at Lahore near Anarkali bazar.

1210 b- e phxku (iky®) [ty [kyr le; yigkj e %M 1 fxj dj bl dh ed; gk xb
bl ykgkj e vukjdyh ckteky d ikl niQuk fnjk x ;4

(&~ He was succeeded by his son Aram Baksh (ruled for 8 months),
who was later replaced by Iltutmish.
bld ckn xih ij bldk i% wkjke'kig ViB egu d fy, cBrk gh yidu bldk
bYrrfe®k Jjk gjk fnsk thrk g vkj bYrrfe®k fnYyh BYrur dk 1Yrku curk gh

Iltutmish(1210-1236 AD) hYrrfe'k (1210-1236 b)

(&~ He was the son-in-law and slave of Aibak who was an ilbari Turk

belonging to the Shamsi dynasty. He was known as a Slave of a
Slave.

;9 ,cd dk nkl Fkk vk vkx pydj ,cd dk nkekn cu tkrk gh bl xykek dk
xyke dgk tkrk gh



(&~ He was the real consolidator of the Turkish conquests in north
India. He shifted his capital from Lahore to Delhi.

-g faYyh IYrur dk okLrfod ILRkid Fik D;kfd mlkj Hkjr e rdh BUK dk
le<hdj.k blh u fd;k blu viu jkeZkuh yikgkj 1 LRkukukrfjr djd fnYyh dk
Cuk; kA

(&~ At the time of his accession, Ali Mardan Khan had declared
himself as the king of Bengal and Bihar while Qubacha declared
himself as an independent ruler of Multan, seized Lahore and
parts of the Punjab.

(&~ Rajputs took it as an opportunity to assert their independence.
Kalinjar, Gwalior and the entire eastern Rajasthan including
Ajmer and Bayanana freed themself from Turkish rule.

(&~ He defeated Yalduz in 1215 AD and threw away Qubacha from
Punjab.

(&~ He sent a large army under his son Nasiruddin Mahmud in 1266
AD who defeated Iwaz Khan (he had taken the title of Sultan
Ghiyasuddin as an independent ruler of Lakhnauti) near
Lakhnauti and brought Bengal and Bihar under the control of
Sultanate.

(&~ He captured Ranthambhor in 1266 AD and established his con-
trol over Mandor, Jalor and Bayana by 1231 AD.

(&~ He also attacked Nagda (the capital of Mewar), but had to beat a
retreat at the arrival of the Gujarat armies, which came to aid
Rana Sanga. Then, he sent an expedition against Chalukyas of
Gujarat, but lost it.

&~ In 1234-35 AD, he plundered Bhilsa and Ujjain, where he de-
stroyed the Mahakala deva temple at Ujjain followed by his con-
quests in Budaun, Kanauj, Banaras and Awadh.

(&~ The Caliph of Baghdad conferred upon him the title of Sultan in

1229 AD and he himself adopted the title of Amir-ul-Momminy
or Commander of the faithfuls.



(&~ He consolidated his empire by organising the nobility into a
select group of forty called turkan-i-chahalgani.

(&~ He divided his empire into Iqtas.

Iqta was an assignment of revenues of a defined area of land in
return of services rendered.

(&~ He introduced two new coins in northern india consisting of
silver coins (175 grams) called tankas and copper coins claled
jitals. He also introduced Arabic coinage.

(&~ He patronised Minhaj-us-Siraj who wrote Tabaqqgat-i-Nasiri.

(&~ He was called the father of tomb building as he built Sultangarhi
tomb (Delhi) and completed the construction of Qutab Minar in
Delhi (238 fit). The Hauz Shams, south of Qutub Minar and a
madrasa were also built by him. He died in 1236 AD of an illness
during a north west champaign.

(&~ The nomination of a woman in preference to sons was a novel
step and thus, she became the first woman muslim ruler in
medival India.

(&~ She contended against her brothers and Turkish nobles to assert
her claim. Her reign witnessed the struggle between the monar-
chy and the 40 Turkish chiefs (chahalgani).

(&~ She started holding court with her face unveiled and she even
hunted and led army in the war.

(&~ Nizam-ul-Mulk Junaidi, the wazir, was defeated by her and she
forced him to flee as he was against her elevation to the throne.

(&~ She appointed Abyssinian noble, Malik Jamaluddin Yakut, to

an office of the Amir-i-akhur (master of the horse) to create a
party of loyal nobles to her.

(&~ An internal rebellion broke out in 1240 AD when she was on her
way to Sirhind under Altunia (governor) in which Yakut was



killed and she was imprisoned at Tabarhind.

(&~ She won over Altunia and made a renewed attempt on Delhi

after marrying him. She fought valiantly, but was defeated and
killed by nandits in a forest, while she was in flight.

Ghiyasuddin Balban (1265-1286 AD)

&~ The political instability, due to the conflict among nibility,
destablished the Delhi Sultanate but this conflict came to end with
the accession of Ulugh Khan/Balban as the Sultan in 1265 AD.

(& Initially, he held the position of naib or deputy to Nasiruddin
Mahmud, a younger son of Iltutmish, whome Balban had helped
in securing the throne in 1246 AD.

(&~ Due to the conspiracy by Turkish chiefs, Balban was ousted
from his position and was replaced by Imaduddin Raihan (Indian
Muslim).

(&~ However, he continued to create his own group and made
preparatoins for a military showdown. Sultan Mahmud (d. 1265)
bowed to the superior strength of Balban's group and dismissed
Raihan and Balban assumed the royal insignia, the chhatr.

(&~ To strengthen his position, he declared that he was the descen-
dant of Afrasiyab (Iranian king).

(&~ He broke the power of 40 Chahalgani's and appointed spies in

every department. He organised a strong army to deal with inter-
nal and external disturbances.

(&~ He created a new external disturbances.
(&~ He created a new department of military affairs known as diwan-
i-arz.

(&~ He suppressed the disturbances in Ganga Yamuna doab, Awadh,

Mewat and Katehar (modern western Uttar Pradesh) and secured
control over Ajmer and Nagaur in eastern Rajputana.



(&~ He introduced court etiquettes such as sijda (prostration) and
paibos (kissing the sultan's feet) to prove his superiority over
nobles.

(&~ According to Balban, the Sultan was God's shadow on earth (Zil-
i-ilahi) and the recipient of divine grace (Niyabat-i-khudai).

(&~ Balban adopted the policy of Blood and Iron to deal with the
problems generated by the Rajputs and Mewatis.

(&~ He also introduced a Persian festival of Nauroz (new year). He
has called himself the Helper of a Caliph in his inscriptions on
the walls of the Mosque at Garhmuketeshwar.

(&~ Balban died in 1286 AD and was succeeded by his grandson

Kaiqubad. The last ruler of this dynasty was Kayumars who was
killed by Jalaludin Khalji.



