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2. Statement and Argument

Direction:-
Each question given below consists
of a statement following by two
arguments numbers I and II . You
have to decide which of the argu-
ment is a ‘strong’ argument and
which is a ‘weak’ argument.

I

II

' '
' '

Given answer
(a) If only argument I is strong.
(b) If only argument II is strong.
(c) If either I or II is strong.
(d) If neither I nor II is strong.
(e) If both argument I and II are strong.

(a) I

(b) II

(c) I II

(d) I II

(e) I II

1. Statement/ :-
Should all foreign films be banned in
India?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, they depict an alien culture

which adversely affects our value.

   II. No, foreign films are of a high artistic
standard.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

2. Statement/ :-
Should higher education be com-
pletely stopped for some time?

Argument/ :-
   I. No, it will hamper the country’s

future progress.

   II. Yes, it will reduce the educated
unemployment.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

3. Statement/ :-
Should India give away Kashmir to
Pakistan?

Argument/ :-
   I. No, Kashmir is a beautiful state. It

earns a lot of foreign exchange for
India.

   II. Yes, this would help settle conflicts.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both
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4. Statement/ :-
Should luxury hotels be banned in
India?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, they are places from where

international criminals operate.

   II. No, affluent foreign tourists will have
no place to stay.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

5. Statement/ :-
Should  the sex determination test
during pregnancy be completely
banned?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, this leads to indiscriminate

female feticide and eventually will
lead to social imbalance.

   II. No, people have a right  to know
about their unborn child.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

6. Statement/ :-
Should all  refugees, who make
unauthorized entry into a country,
be forced to go back to their home-
land?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, they make their colonies and

occupy a lot a land.

   II. No, they leave their homes because
of hungry or some terror and on
human grounds, should not be
forced to go back.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

7. Statement/ :-
Does India need so many plans for
development?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, nothing can be achieved with-

out proper planning.

   II. No, too much time, money and
energy is wasted on planning.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both
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8. Statement/ :-
Should all the infrastructural devel-
opment projects in India be handed
over to the private sector?

Argument/ :-
   I. No, the private sector entities are not

equipped to handle such projects.

   II. Yes, such projects are handled by
private sector in the developed
countries.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

9. Statement/ :-
Should Indian scientists working
abroad be called back to India?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, they must serve the motherland

first and forget about discoveries,
honours, facilities and all.

   II. No, we have enough talent, let them
stay where they want.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

10. Statement/ :-
Should the opinion polls predicting
outcome of elections before the
elections be banned in India?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, this may affect the voters mind

and may affect the outcome.

   II. No, such polls are conducted all over
the world.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

11. Statement/ :-
Should words like 'Smoking is
injurious to health' essentially
appear on cigarette packs?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, It is a sort of brain- wash to

make the smokers realize that they
are inhaling poisonous stuff.

   II. No, It hampers the enjoyment of
smoking.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both
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12. Statement/ :-
Should higher education be re-
stricted to only those who can bear
the expenditure?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, higher education is very costly,

hence it should not be given free.

   II. No, there are a large number of
brilliant students who cannot afford
to pay and they should be given
higher education.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

13. Statement/ :-
Should the vehicles older than 15
years be rejected in metros in India?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, this is a significant step to lower

down the pollution level in metros.

   II. No, it will be very difficult for vehicle
owners to shift to other parts in
country because they will not get
suitable job for their very existence.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

14. Statement/ :-
Should the tuition fees in all post
graduate courses be hiked consider-
ably?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, this will bring in some sense of

seriousness among the students and
will improve the quality.

   II. No, this will force the meritorious
poor students to stay away from post
graduate course.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

15. Statement/ :-
Should India create a huge oil
reserve like some Western countries
to face difficult situations in future?

Argument/ :-
   I. No, there is no need to block huge

amount of foreign exchange and
keep the money idle.

   II. Yes, this will help India withstand
shocks of sudden rise in oil prices
due to unforeseen circumstances.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both
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16. Statement/ :-
Should India encourage exports,
when most things are insufficient for
internal use itself?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, we have to earn foreign

exchange to pay for our imports.

   II. No, even selective encouragement
would lead to shortages.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

17. Statement/ :-
Should children be legally made
responsible to take care of their
parents during their old age?

Argument/ :-
   I. No, Such matter can only be solved

by legal means.

   II. Yes, Only this will bring some relief
to poor parents.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

18. Statement/ :-
Should an organization like UNO be
dissolved?

UNO

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, With cold war coming to an end,

such organizations have no role to
play.

   II. No, In the absence of such organiza-
tion there may be a world war.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

19. Statement/ :-
Should eating paan at public places
be made punishable?

Argument/ :-
   I. Yes, people eat paan and spit and

makes public places dirty.

   II. No, Indians love paan.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both
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Solution

1.(d) Clearly, foreign films depict the alien
culture but this only helps in
learning more. So, argument I does
not hold. Also, the reason stated in
argument II is not strong enough in
contradicting the ban. So, it also
dont not hold.

2.(a) Clearly, higher education is not the
cause of unemployment. In fact, it
has created greater job
opportunities. So, argument II is
vague. Also, higher education
promotes the country's
development.

3.(a) Clearly, India cannot part with a
state that is a major foreign
exchange earner to it. So, argument I
holds strong. Further, giving away a
piece of land unconditionally and
unreasonably is no solution to settle
disputes. So, argument II is vague.

4.(b) Clearly, the luxury hotels are a mark
of country's standard and a place for
staying for the affluent foreign
tourists. So, argument II holds.
Argument I is not a strong reason
because ban on hotels is not a way
to do away with the activities of
international criminals.

5.(a) Parents indulging in sex
determination of their unborn child
generally do so as they want to only
a boy child and do away with a girl
child. So, argument I holds. Also,
people have a right to know only
about the health, development and
general well-being of the child before
its birth, and not the sex. So, argu-
ment II does not hold strong.

6.(b) Clearly, refugees are people forced
out of their homeland by some
misery and need shelter desperately.
So, argument II holds. Argument I
against the statement is vague.

7.(a) Before indulging in new development
programme it is much necessary to
plan the exact target, policies and
their implementation and the
allocation of funds which shows the
right direction to work.
So, argument I holds strong. Also,
planning ensures full utilization of
available resources and funds and
stepwise approach towards the
target. So, spending a part of money
on it is no wastage. Thus, argument
II is not valid.

8.(d) Clearly, such projects if handed over
to the private sector shall be given
to a competent authority.
So, argument I is vague.
Also, imitating a policy on the basis
that it worked out successfully in

20. Statement/ :-
Should sale of alcohol near highways
be banned?

Argument/ :-
   I. No, people should have freedom to

decide as it is their fundamental
right.

   II. Yes, 90% of road accidents involve
drivers who are under influence of
alcohol.

(a) Only I
(b) Only II
(c) Either I or II
(d) Neither I nor II
(e) Both

Answer Key

1.(d) 2.(a) 3.(a) 4.(b) 5.(a) 

6.(b) 7.(a) 8.(d) 9.(d) 10.(a) 

11.(a) 12.(b) 13.(a) 14.(b) 15.(b) 

16.(a) 17.(d) 18.(b) 19.(a) 20.(b) 
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other countries holds no relevance.
Thus, argument II also does not
hold strong.

9.(d) Clearly, every person must be free to
work wherever he wants and no
compulsion should be made to
confine one to one's own country.
So, argument I is vague. However,
talented scientists can be of great
benefit to the nation and some
alternatives as special incentives or
better prospects may be made
available to them to retain them
within their motherland. So,
argument II also does not hold.

10.(a) The opinion polls may influence the
thinking of an individual and thus
divert his mind from his original
choice. So, argument I holds strong.
Further, blindly imitating a policy
followed by other countries holds no
relevance. So, arguments II is vague.

11.(a) Clearly, such words on cigaretted
packs would warn the smokers
beforehead of its adverse effects. So,
argument I holds strong. However,
smoking is a bad habit with
long-term health hazards and is no
means of enjoyment. So, argument
II is vague.

12.(b) For the all-around progress of the
nation, all the students, especially
the talented and intelligent ones,
must avail of higher education, even
if the government has to pay for it.
So, only argument II holds.

13.(a) Clearly, 15 year old vehicles are not
Euro-compliant and hence cause
much more pollution than the
recent ones. So, argument I holds.
Argument II is vague since owners of
these vehicles need not shift them-
selves. They might sell off their
vehicles and buy new ones - a small
price which every citizen can afford
for a healthy environment.

14.(b) A hike in fees is no means to make
the students more serious in stu-
dents. So, argument I is vague.
However, with the increase in fees,
poor meritorious students would not
be able to afford post-graduate
studies. So, argument II holds.

15.(b) Should India create a huge oil
reserve like some Western countries
to face difficult situations in future ?
Oil which is very important and
scarce resource to run basic eco-
nomical activities is always needed
therefore it should be kept  in
reserve for unforeseen events to
tackle the situation.
Thus, argument II is strong and I is
vague.
Hence, Option B is correct.

16.(a) Clearly, India can export only the
surplus and that which can be
saved after fulfilling its own needs,
to pay for its imports. Encourage-
ment to export cannot lead to
shortages as it shall provide the
resources for imports. So, the only
argument I holds true.

17.(d) Taking care of the parents is a moral
duty of the children and cannot be
thrust upon them legally, nor such a
compulsion can ensure good care of
the old people. So, none of the
arguments holds strong.

18.(b) An organization like UNO is meant to
maintain peace all over and will
always serve to prevent conflicts
between countries. So, its role never
ends. So, argument I does not hold.
Also, lack of such an organization
may in future lead to increased
mutual conflicts and international
wars, on account of lack of a com-
mon platform for mutual discus-
sions. So, argument II holds.

19.(a) According to the Argument 1, people
spit in the public places and make
those dirty, which is an ill-practice,
further justifying the statement.
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According to the Argument 2, people
love eating paan so it shouldn't be
made punishable. Eating paan still
cannot confirm if the public places
would made dirty or not, therefore,
weakening the argument.

Therefore, argument 1 is the stron-
ger one.

20.(b) Clearly, only by considering the
fundamental right we canâ€™t take
the chance with the peopleâ€™s life.
Ban of alcohol near highways could
help to reduce the consumption of it
by the drivers which might be able
to reduce the rate further.

Hence, the arguments II is strong.


