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Total number – 8 
 Bharatnatyam (old name Sadir) Tamil Nadu (dedicated to temples) 
 Mohiniattam Kerala (especially by women) 
 Kathak - Uttar Pradesh 
 Odishi – Odisha 

 Manipuri Manipur 
 Kuchipuri Andhra Pradesh 
 Satriya (Satriya) Assam 
 Kathakali (Mahabharata, Ramayana) Kerala (predominantly by 

men) 
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Bharatnatyam 

Komal Vardhan, Govind, Shanta, V.P. 

Dhanjayan, Meenakshi Srinivasan, Geeta 

Chandan, Anand Shankar Jayant 
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Yamini Krishanmurti 

award  - Padmashree (1968) 
  Padma Bhushan (2001) 
  Padma Vibhushan (2016) 
autobiography  - 'A Passion for Dance' 
State  -  Tamil Nadu 
classical dance - Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi 
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Sonal Man Singh 

State  – Mumbai, Maharashtra 

award  – 1992 (Padma Bhushan) 

  2003 (Padma Vibhushan) 
  (The youngest dancer to receive Padma 

  Vibhushan) 

classical dance – Bharatnatyam, Odissi 
Politics – Rajya Sabha MP (2018) (in arts field) 
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Rukmini Devi Arundale 

State  – Tamil Nadu 
death  – 1986 
award  – Padma Bhushan (1956)  
  Sangeet Natak Akademi (1957)  
  Kalidas Samman (1984) (Government of 

  Madhya Pradesh) 

classical dance  – Bharatnatyam 
Politics  –  Rukmini Devi Arundale is the first dancer to 

  be nominated in the Rajya Sabha in the arts 
  field. 
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Leela Samson 

State  – Tamil Nadu 
award  – Padma Shri (1990) 

  Sangeet Natak Akademi (1999-2000) 
classical dance  – Bharatnatyam 
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Mrinalini Sarabhai 

State  – Gujrat 
award  – Padma Shri (1965) 
  Padma Bhushan (1992) 
classical dance – Bharatnatyam 
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Padma Subrahmanyam 

State – Tamil Nadu 
award – Padma Shri (1981)  
  Padma Bhushan (2003) 
classical dance  – Bharatnatyam 
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Bissano Ram Goapl 

State  – Karnataka 
award  – Order of the British Empire (1999) 
Years active  – 1912-2003 
Book  – Indian Dancing (1951)  
  Rhythms in Heaven (1957) 
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Padmini Priyadarshni 

State  – Kerala 

death  – 2016 (71 years) 
award  – Shatala Natay Shree Award 
Business  – Movie 
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Vyjayanti Mala 

State – Tamil Nadu 
award  – Best Actress (Sangam, 1965; Ganga Jamuna)  
  1962; Madhumati (1959) 
classical dance  – Bharatnatyam 
  Vyjayanthimala was the first South Indian  
  actress to work in Hindi films. 
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T. Balasaraswati 

State  – Tamil Nadu 
award  – Padma Bhushan (1957) 
  Padma Vibhushan (1997) 
  Sangeet Natak Akademi (1955) 
  (Noted filmmaker Satyajit Ray has 
  made a documentary on his works.) 
classical dance – Bharatanatyam 
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Malavika Sarukkai 

State  – Tamil Nadu 
award  – Sangeet Natak Akademi (2002)  
  Padma Shri (2003) 
classical dance  – Bharatnatyam, Odissi 
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M.K. Saroja 

Birth  – April 7, 1931 
death  – June 13, 2022 
State  – Tamil Nadu, Bharatanatyam 
award  – Padma Shri (2011) 
  Sangeet Natak Akademi (1995) 
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C.V. Chandrashekhar 

Years active  – 1947 - present 
award  – Sangeet Natak Akademi (1993)  
  Kalidas Samman (2008) (Government of 
  Madhya Pradesh) Padma Bhushan (2011) 
classical dance  – Bharatnatyam 
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Kanchipuri 

Yamini Krishnamurthy, Lakshmi 

Narayana Sastry, Vempati Chitra 

Satyam, Haleemkhan, Aparna Satheesan, 
Vedantam Sastyanarayana, 
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Radha Reddy 

State – Andhra Pradesh 
award – Padma Bhushan (2000)  
  Padma Shri (1984) 
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Swapna Sundari 

State – Tamil Nadu 
award – Padma Bhushan (2003) 
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Shobih Naidu 

State  – Tamil Nadu 
award  – Padma Shri (2001) 
  Hamsa Award (Government of Andhra Pradesh) 
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Padamja Reddy 

State – Andhra Pradesh 

award – Sangeet Natak Akademi Award (2015) 

  Padma Shri (2022) 
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Odishi 

Harekrishna Behra, Sonal Mansingh, Kiran 

Sehgal, Rani Karn, Sanyukta Panigrahi, 

Kalicharan Patnaik, Indrani Rahman, 

Durgacharan Ranvir, Mohan Mahapatra, 

Sujata Mahapatra, Minati Mishra, Kumkum 
Mohanty. 
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Kelucharan Mehapatra 

State  – Odisha 
Years active  – 1935-2001 
award  – Padma Shri (1974) 
  Padma Bhushan (1988) 
  Padma Vibhushan (2000) 
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Kathakali 

Anand Sivaraman, Krishnankutty, 

Mrinalini Sarabhai, Ballatol Narayan 

Menon, Udayashankar, Krishna Nair, 

Shantarao. 
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Kathak 

Birju Maharaj, Lachchu Maharaj, Sitara Devi, 

Suratdev Maharaj, Gopikrishnan, Shobhana 

Narayan (youngest Padma Shri recipient 

1992), Malvika Sarkar, Chandralekha 

Bindadin Maharaj, Achchan Maharaj, Narayan 

Prasad, Manjushree Chatterjee, Kumudini 

Lakhia, Kalika Prasad, Vidya Gauri 

stubbornly. 
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Manipuri 

Nayana Jhaveri, Suvarna Jhaveri, Ranjana 

Jhaveri, Darshana Jhaveri (Jhaveri sisters), 

Guru Amali Singh, Nalkumar Singh, L Bino 

Devi, Charu Mathur, Savita Mehta, Kalavati 

Devi, Bimbavati, Nirmala Mehta, Rajkumar 

Singh Jeet Singh 
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Mohiniyattam 

Bharati Shivaji, Ragini Devi, Hema Malini, 

Sridevi, Kalamandalam Kalyani Amma, 

Shantarao, Kalamandalam Kshemavati, Dr. 

Sunanda Nair. 
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