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(&~ The Caliph of Baghdad conferred upon him the title of Sultan in
1229 AD and he himself adopted the title of Amir-ul-Momminy
or Commander of the faithfuls.

(&~ He consolidated his empire by organising the nobility into a
select group of forty called turkan-i-chahalgani.

(&~ He divided his empire into Iqtas.

Iqta was an assignment of revenues of a defined area of land in
return of services rendered.

(&~ He introduced two new coins in northern india consisting of
silver coins (175 grams) called tankas and copper coins claled
jitals. He also introduced Arabic coinage.

(&~ He patronised Minhaj-us-Siraj who wrote Tabaqqat-i-Nasiri.

(&~ He was called the father of tomb building as he built Sultangarhi
tomb (Delhi) and completed the construction of Qutab Minar in
Delhi (238 fit). The Hauz Shams, south of Qutub Minar and a
madrasa were also built by him. He died in 1236 AD of an illness
during a north west champaign.

(&~ The nomination of a woman in preference to sons was a novel
step and thus, she became the first woman muslim ruler in
medival India.

(&~ She contended against her brothers and Turkish nobles to assert
her claim. Her reign witnessed the struggle between the monar-
chy and the 40 Turkish chiefs (chahalgani).

(&~ She started holding court with her face unveiled and she even
hunted and led army in the war.

(&~ Nizam-ul-Mulk Junaidi, the wazir, was defeated by her and she



forced him to flee as he was against her elevation to the throne.

(&~ She appointed Abyssinian noble, Malik Jamaluddin Yakut, to
an office of the Amir-i-akhur (master of the horse) to create a
party of loyal nobles to her.

(&~ An internal rebellion broke out in 1240 AD when she was on her
way to Sirhind under Altunia (governor) in which Yakut was
killed and she was imprisoned at Tabarhind.

(&~ She won over Altunia and made a renewed attempt on Delhi

after marrying him. She fought valiantly, but was defeated and
killed by nandits in a forest, while she was in flight.

Ghiyasuddin Balban (1265-1286 AD)

&~ The political instability, due to the conflict among nibility,
destablished the Delhi Sultanate but this conflict came to end with
the accession of Ulugh Khan/Balban as the Sultan in 1265 AD.

(& Initially, he held the position of naib or deputy to Nasiruddin
Mahmud, a younger son of Iltutmish, whome Balban had helped
in securing the throne in 1246 AD.

(&~ Due to the conspiracy by Turkish chiefs, Balban was ousted
from his position and was replaced by Imaduddin Raihan (Indian
Muslim).

(&~ However, he continued to create his own group and made
preparatoins for a military showdown. Sultan Mahmud (d. 1265)
bowed to the superior strength of Balban's group and dismissed
Raihan and Balban assumed the royal insignia, the chhatr.

(&~ To strengthen his position, he declared that he was the descen-
dant of Afrasiyab (Iranian king).

(&~ He broke the power of 40 Chahalgani's and appointed spies in

every department. He organised a strong army to deal with inter-
nal and external disturbances.

(&~ He created a new external disturbances.



(&~ He created a new department of military affairs known as diwan-
i-arz.

(&~ He suppressed the disturbances in Ganga Yamuna doab, Awadh,
Mewat and Katehar (modern western Uttar Pradesh) and secured
control over Ajmer and Nagaur in eastern Rajputana.

(&~ He introduced court etiquettes such as sijda (prostration) and
paibos (kissing the sultan's feet) to prove his superiority over
nobles.

(&~ According to Balban, the Sultan was God's shadow on earth (Zil-
i-ilahi) and the recipient of divine grace (Niyabat-i-khudai).

(&~ Balban adopted the policy of Blood and Iron to deal with the
problems generated by the Rajputs and Mewatis.

(&~ He also introduced a Persian festival of Nauroz (new year). He
has called himself the Helper of a Caliph in his inscriptions on
the walls of the Mosque at Garhmuketeshwar.

(&~ Balban died in 1286 AD and was succeeded by his grandson

Kaiqubad. The last ruler of this dynasty was Kayumars who was
killed by Jalaludin Khalji.



OlFkkykekfM; kt (Bartholomeu Dias)

Bartholomeu Dias, a Portuguese explorer was successful in sailing
to the Cape of Good Hope (the southern tip of Africa) in 1498 but
the could not reach India.

irxty di jkt/ih fylcu 1 offtkykekiM:kt 1486 b- e pyk vij 1488 b- e
digviigxMegki (mikek'tk vrjhi) dh [kt dih yfdu ;g Hjr ugh igp 1did

olLdkfMxkek (Vasco-da-Gama)

A Portuguese explorer named Vasco-da-Gama (the first Euro-
pean to do so) discovered a sea route to India in the year 1498.
He came to India via Cape of Good Hope (Africa) led by Abdul
Majeed (a Gujarati pilot).

;Jifi ke Icl 1gy irxky d okldk&Mnéxkek uked 0;fDr u 1498 b- e Hkjr
igpu d ez ekx dh [kt dit ;g didviilexMegki (vUndK) d jitr I gir g,
,d xtjkrh iF in"kd viny etin di Igk;rk 1 Hijr d djy d dkyidV e



